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Stefan Olmars Reports on
Stromsbruk 2013
The weekend of August 31 and
September 1, I organized a concert in
Stromsbruk, where Jussi's father David
was born. On Saturday there was a
concert, preceded by an old-type brass
band which was onstage for 45 minutes
to warm up the audience.
The singers included the young
tenor, Markus Pettersson, who is taking
master classes at the Royal Opera
School in Stockholm this year; also
soprano, Paulina Pfeiffer, who has been
Mimi at the Royal Opera of Stockholm,
and a very young local soprano, Himani
Grundstrom, who is studying opera in
Gothenburg now.
After an "Italian buffet" we had as
usual "Songs with Jussi:' People in the
audience had given me suggestions of
songs to play. In the audience were
among others Royal court singer Hakan

Hagegard. He wanted to hear ''.An
Sylvia" and "Ideale".
I was sitting on stage together with
Jussi's daughter Ann-Charlotte, who
had come with her husband to enjoy
the weekend. We were talking about the
songs that were played and she shared
with us wonderful moments with Jussi.
Her song choice was "Because" from
the 3-CD box from outdoor arena
Grona Lund in Stockholm.
In the evening, after the buffet, we
had an informal chat in a room at the
hostel The chat gives a possibility for
the young singers and other visitors to
talk to Ann-Charlotte, Hakan Hagegard
and also tenor Christer Bladin who was
attending the weekend.
On Sunday Hakan Hagegard
talked from the stage about his singing
career. He is not singing any more
since a few years. He illustrated his
talk with pictures and soundtracks in
a wonderful, relaxed performance of
a bit more than one hour. Then the
President of the Opera Friends of the
Royal Opera House of Stockholm put

questions to Hakan. There were also
questions from the audience. After a
Sunday lunch at a sea restaurant the
weekend was over.
On Monday we had the most
overwhelming reviews in the Swedish
newspapers that I have seen in all
my years organizing these "JussiParties" (10 years in Voxna, 8 years
in Stromsbruk and 4 years at Skansen
Stockholm).
This puts an end to "my" 2013
concerts. I would be most happy
if Jussi-friends from abroad would
contact me about coming here in 2014.
I will organize concerts at the usual
places -- in Voxna in July, in Stockholm
in August and in Stromsbruk in
September. ■

Stefan Olmars
Secretary ofJussi Bjorlingsallskapet
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Jussi and the Verdi Bicentennial

"What one hears documents beyond
argument that Bjorling was among the
greatest tenors of the previous century,
and, in certain roles, the best voice ever
heard in recordings." Richard Caniell,
From the Recording Notes

Immortal Performances' new
restoration of the Met's 1940 Un hallo
in maschera includes Milton Cross
commentary, curtain calls and program
notes by Stephen Hastings, author of
The Bjorling Sound. This 2 CD album
includes a 40 page booklet with rare
photographs provided by the Bjorling
Museum in Sweden, a highly detailed,
track-related synopsis, and biographies
about the singers. Bonus recording
is a premiere on disc excerpt (Act
I, final scene) from La boheme, San
Francisco Opera, 1949 with Bjorling
and Albanese.
More at:

www.immortalperformances.org
or email:

immortalperformances@vws.org
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There is much more Verdi with
Jussi Bjorling being prompted by the
Verdi bicentennial Don't forget to
check out the Sony 20 CD set of Met
performances from 1935-1967. Sony's
remastered Aida with Zinka Milanov,
Fedora Barbieri, Leonard Warren and
Boris Christoff, is now available online
from several sources.

